ORIGINS

towards the abolition of slavery gained ground.
In the Northern states, where slave labour was
not much used, abolition was actually carried in
some cases. In the Southern states, where cotton
plantations existed, slave labour was relied upon
principally, but there were those who hoped that
as time went on slavery might gradually disap-
pear there also. But in 1793 Eli Whitney in-
vented the cotton gin, a simple machine, a sort
of brush, for removing the seeds from cotton.
This revolutionised the cotton industry. Even an
unskilful slave could clean a thousand pounds of
cotton of its seeds in one day, instead of five or
six pounds as formerly. At once the Southern
states became the great cotton field of the world.
The industry developed enormously, and
slavery, held to be essential to its efficient con-
duct, was thereafter the basis of prosperity and
society in the Southern states. There could be
no hope of its abolition there. But more im-
portant still, it became clear that in those por-
tions of the Territories of the United States where
cotton could be grown, slavery would be con-
sidered essential. There would be a demand to
open up to slavery some portions at any rate of
the Territories. Thus there developed a conflict
of view, based upon an economic division, be-
tween the Northern and Southern states in the
American Union about the institution of slavery.
More particularly that conflict would show itself
concerning the extension of slavery, It became
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